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Emperor, &c. The thing which strikes me as the
worst in die whole of our present situation is Thugut's
obstinacy in removing (from private pique and jealousy)
the Archduke Charles from his command. It is im-
possible to hope that Kray will create the same confi-
dence in the army, or that he will dare to act with
equal energy against the French, or against the factious
in his own army. I conclude, however, that the step is
now irrevocably taken, and we must make the best
of it.

c The Egyptian capitulation is a most mortifying-
event, and may well put a less peevish man than
Thugut extremely out of humour with his allies. I am
almost as much grieved at the discredit which this
affair throws on .Sir Sidney Smith, as I am at the thing
itself, for he had deserved so well of the country by
his conduct at Acre, that it is a cruel thing to have to
condemn and to disavow him. Thugut will, I doubt
not, be very angry that we do not annul the capitula-
tion. I really think that, very strictly speaking, we
have a right so to do; but I am sure you will agree
with us, that for such a country as this, the bringing
the public faith, even into any sort of question, is a
thing not to be done even for such an object as this
would have been. What we are doing in the Medi-
terranean, as well as the powers which you and Mr*
Wickham have received for pecuniary exertions in the
Empire, must at least prove to Thugut that we are
heartily bent on assisting his efforts. But I fear it will
all end in a separate Austrian peace, whenever Bona-